
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 2020 

St Joseph’s RCP School. 
Limes Avenue, 
Darwen, 
Lancashire. 
BB3 2SG. 
TEL: 
01254 706264 
WEBSITE: 
www.stjosephsdarwen.org 
 
 

  

Diary dates 
Weds 12th Feb  Parents Evening    3.45- 6.00pm 
Thurs 13th Feb  Parents Evening    3.45- 6.00pm 
Fri 14th Feb  School closes for Half Term 3.30pm 
Mon 24th Feb  INSET Day School Closed 
Tues 25th Feb  School re-opens  8.55am 
Fri 3rd April   School closes for Easter     1.30pm 
Mon 20th April  School re-opens for Summer Term  8.55am 
 

 
 

I was delighted this morning to find two lovely pieces of news waiting for me.   

The first was receiving our most recent OFSTED report in my inbox. I was thrilled that our inspectors agreed 
with the progress our school has continued to make overall and in our target areas, and also that they 
agreed with our own identified actions for improvement going forward.  

We have continued to work incredibly hard since we received our grading of ‘good’ at our last inspection. A 
major area of development over the last two years has been to overhaul our wider curriculum to create a 
‘Curriculum for the future’. Our inspectors were impressed at the richness, the depth and breadth of the 
curriculum we are able to provide, which is particularly pleasing as we have always believed that educating 
every child to be the best they can be is our core purpose – not just passing tests however important they 
are! The staff have willingly taken on new ideas and worked extremely hard to make sure that children are 
learning and remembering more. It’s also worth remembering that our inspection took place under the 
framework that was only introduced in September and differs a great deal from the last one. It’s wonderful 
that our hard work has been recognised. That “our” includes not only our children, staff and governors, but 
also you - our parents – who continually support our every efforts for the benefit of our little superstars. You 
back us up in all our endeavours and I was overwhelmed with the support that so many of you gave us 
during our recent inspection. I can only say “thank you” which seems so insignificant! Our inspectors were 
very impressed that we had 54 responses from such a small school population.  

We have no intentions of resting on our laurels – We’re already working on our areas for development as 
they are already part of our current school improvement plan. We’ll keep you up to date with developments, 
but for now, please take time to read our report… 

Secondly, I received a letter from the Secretary of State for Education congratulating us all on our wonderful 
SATs results last year, particularly our maths. The results have placed us in the top 2% of schools in the 
country which is a marvellous achievement. Results do fluctuate, we know that – every group of children is 
different, but it’s still something that we can be very proud of.  

Finally – our new draft behaviour policy has gone on the website. It was ready at the beginning of the new 
year but got overlooked with the inspection!  

 

 

http://www.stjosephsdarwen.org/


 
Thank you! 
The staff would like to thank you for all the lovely gifts, cards and words of 
kindness before the Christmas holidays. Your generosity is very much 
appreciated by us all. Thanks! 
 
  

 
Forest School  
Year 1 have enjoyed starting their Forest School sessions this half term. They have collected leaves and 
twigs and will begin making a frame this week. They also learnt all about photosynthesis from Mr Mealor! 

 
 
 
 
Appointments during the School Day 
In line with our Attendance Policy, ALL appointments which require 
children to be out of school during the school day MUST be supported 
by an appointment card and/or text message confirming the 
appointment time/place in order for us to authorise the absence. If 
confirmation cannot be provided, unfortunately we cannot authorise the 
absence.  

Thank you. 

 
Attendance and Punctuality 
The Attendance and Punctuality of our children is extremely important to us as a school.  The school day starts at 
8.55am and the school is open from 8:45am for children to arrive to minimise congestion for you at the 
gate. Mrs Ashenden and Mrs McAuley are on the gates to safeguard the children and for you to pass on 
any messages. 
 
It can be very unsettling for the children to join a class once lessons have started so punctuality is paramount.  In 
addition to this, it can be disruptive for other children if the whole class is interrupted once lessons have started. 
 
Taken from our Attendance Policy: 
Why Regular Attendance is so important: 
 
Learning:- Any absence affects the pattern of a child’s schooling and regular absence will seriously affect their 
learning and progress. Ensuring your child’s regular attendance at school is your legal responsibility and permitting 



absence from school without a good reason creates an offence in law and may result in prosecution. 
 
Safeguarding:- Your child may be at risk of harm if they do not 
attend school regularly. Safeguarding the interests of each child is 
everyone’s responsibility and within the context of this school, 
promoting the welfare and life opportunities for your child 
encompasses:- 
Attendance 
Behaviour Management 
Health and Safety 
Access to the Curriculum 
Anti- bullying 
 
 
End of the school day 
Please note that school closes promptly at 3.30pm and After 
School Clubs promptly at 4.30pm. 
Please ensure that your child is collected on time each day as we have an increasing number of children 
who are still here much later. Thank you. 
 
 

 
Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club runs from 7.30am each day until 8.45am. It costs £2.50 
per day or £10.00 per week. If you only need to access the club 
occasionally this is fine, just bring your child up to the school on the 
morning you need our exciting service and we will keep them safe and  
provide a lovely breakfast. If you wish your child to attend Breakfast club 
please use the side door near the top of the junior playground.  
 
Unfortunately, as we have more children attending Breakfast Club and we 
have to close the kitchen at 8.25am, breakfast cannot be served to children 
arriving at or later than 8.20am.  
Please ensure that your child has already eaten if arriving after this time. 
Thank you. 

 



 
Parking outside school   
Please could we politely ask that ALL Parents DO 
NOT PARK on the timed yellow and zig zag lines 
outside school to avoid an accident to our children.  
 
Please could you also avoid parking across Residents 
driveways where there are dropped kerbs as this is 
also illegal. 
 
The voluntary one way system (up Limes Ave and 
down East Park Ave) is in place to try to ease traffic 
congestion.  
 
Please be aware that Parking attendants are 
currentlu carrying out random checks in the area.  
 
Thank you for your consideration.                        

 

 


