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Our Mission Statement underpins all that we do at St. Joseph’s  

Through Faith   

 We learn about the Roman Catholic faith, Jesus' life, and his teaching that allows us to 
develop a loving relationship with God our father.  

• Children of all faiths and none understand that these messages give us the knowledge and 
opportunity to make positive life choices. 

Through Friendship 

• We learn about relationships of all kinds, and create opportunities for children to work 
collaboratively and actively together. 

• We understand the characteristics of loving relationships and how they can be developed 
and maintained.  

Through Aspiration 

• We learn about the opportunites which are on offer in a constantly changing world and 
develop children's understanding that everyone can be the best they can. 

• We undertstand that related skills such as resilience, team building, problem solving and 
making effective choices support our aspiration.  

Through Inclusion 

• We learn that everyone is unique and special with rights and responsibilities. 

• As a community of faith, we understand the human dignity of every individual - created in 
the image of God and therefore infinitely loved. 

Though Trust 

• We learn how to keep safe and how children and adults should respond if children do not 
feel safe.  

• We expect everyone in our community to treat others with love and respect, we learn how to 
reconcile when trust has been broken. 

Through Harmony 

• We learn about the diverse nature of our global, national and local communities. 

• We understand that we can make choices and act positively to promote harmony between 
peoples and our planet.   
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1. Our Intent - A Curriculum for the Future. 

In consultation with children, parents, staff and governors we have come to recognise the challenges 
and opportunities our children might face and experience as they grow to be responsible adults in 
East Lancashire. We believe it to be our mission to equip children for the future as we understand it 
to be, recognising that we are already preparing young children for a world which is changing 
constantly. It is therefore imperative that we offer children a curriculum which is rich in knowledge, 
understanding (including vocabulary) and transferable skills. We believe that to be effective, the 
curriculum must be purposeful, engaging, active and connected. The curriculum must:- 

 Have a starting point which builds on that which children already know, understand or are 
able to do.  

 Enable children to know more than they did before as it progresses, giving them 
opportunities to make connections. 

 Enable children to use their growing knowledge and understanding to develop skills for life.  
 Allow all children to encounter ‘moments that matter’ to give them first hand learning 

experiences (including those which build cultural capital).  
 Take account of the growing body of knowledge which deepens our understanding of how 

children learn. 
 Enable all children to take an active part in their learning.  
 Enable all children to achieve, taking every possible step to overcome barriers to learning. 

 

2. How we implement our curriculum offer.  

Our curriculum is delivered by bringing together a number of key components:- 

2.1 Through Living our Faith 

 Children explore a different aspect of the RE curriculum and the Social Teaching of the 
Catholic Church in detail. The emphasis is on active learning. How can we take the Word of 
God, understand his message and make changes to the way we chose to live our lives. These 
themed weeks take place over four separate weeks each year.  

2.2 Through Experiential learning  

 Children need to become active participants in their learning journey,  
o Children are given every opportunity to experience learning outside the classroom. 

From superlearning days in the Early Years Foundation Stage to Forest School in 
Key Stage 1 and 2, children are given the opportunity to learn from and in our 
wonderful school grounds and beyond.  

o We develop  ‘Moments that Matter’ – experiences that will remain with the children 
over the long term. School visits, visitors, unexpected events, responding to seasonal 
weather patterns. 

o We expect children to play an active part in learning. We use Kagan structures to 
ensure that all all children are engaged 

- Positive interdependence: Working together as a team to achieve an 
outcome  
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- Individual accountability: We each play an important part in doing our best 
for the good of the team 

- Equal participation: Everyone needs to take part, and everyone is just as 
important as each other 

- Simultaneous interaction: We are all engaged in the task, no-one is sitting 
back 

2.3 Through PSHE (and the wider curriculum) 

 We teach children important life skills – how to keep themelves safe and healthy (including 
digital literacy); all about positive relationships; and how they can grow as British citizens to 
uphold principles of democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect, and 
tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 

 We also teach important character building skills – aspiration, creativity, leadership, 
listening, presenting, problem-solving, resilience and teamwork  

2.4 Through the National Curriculum’s Core Subjects 

 We teach children a core curriculum of religious education, English, maths, science and 
computing 

2.5 Through the National Curriculum’s Foundation Subjects 

 We enable children to experience a broad and balanced curriculum which also includes art 
and design, Design Technology, geography, history, a modern foreign language – Spanish (at 
Key Stage 2) music, physical education 

 

3. Measuring the impact 
 
 Through monitoring, evaluation and formative assessment, we ensure that children’s learning 

is following the coherent learning sequences that we have planned, that children are 
retaining core knowledge and that children are applying skills learned in other aspects of life 
and learning.  

 Through measuring (and moderation), we ensure that children make progress and attain at 
least as well as children in other schools including nationally in core subjects.  

 Through Assertive Mentoring and informal assessment we also take account of children’s 
progress in other areas that are valuable – kindness, being a good friend, readiness to learn, 
attitude to learning, tolerance and respect for others etc, to ensure that we measure that 
which we value and do not become over-dependent on valuing that which can be measured. 

 In time, we will need to evaluate to what degree our Curriculum for the Future is delivering 
our intent.  


